


Introduction
CONGRATULATIONS!

Purchasing ood insurance is a great way to protect the life you've
built. FEMA and its National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) have
prepared this document to help you understand your Standard Flood

Insurance Policy (SFIP). Maintaining coverage is the most important
step you can take to protect against the cost of ood damage.

This Summary of Coverage includes information about your policy’s declaration page,
items covered under your ood insurance policy, and details about the claims process.
Please keep in mind, this document is a summary of your coverage and not your
of cial contract of insurance. Any differences between the following information and

your policy will be resolved in favor of your policy. If you have questions, call your

insurance company or agent.

HOW DOES THE NFIP DEFINE A FLOOD?

Your NFIP ood insurance policy covers direct physical losses, damage or loss caused
by a ood. In simple terms, a ood is an excess of water on land that normally is dry.
The of cial de nition of a ood used by the NFIP is “A general and temporary condition
of partial or complete inundation of two or more acres of normally dry land area or of
two or more properties (at least one of which is your property) from:

= Qver ow of inland or tidal waters;
= Unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source;
e Mud ow*; or

= Collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a lake or similar body of water as
a result of erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water exceeding
anticipated cyclical levels that result in a ood as de ned above.”

*Mud ow is de ned as “A river of liquid and owing mud on the surfaces of normally dry land
areas, as when earth is carried by a current of water. Other earth movements such as landslide,
slope failure or a saturated soil mass moving by liquidity down a slope, are not mud ows.”





http://floodsmart.gov/sfip
http://fema.gov
















